
Cornettsville, ky 



T H E  “ B A T T L E  O F  L E A T H E R W O O D ”  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

Printed by Ad East, Hazard, KY 

P A G E  2  

Brashearville developments 
         It has been another busy year for “Brashearville,” our reconstructed Civil War village.            
 We are very appreciative of the support provided by the Perry County Fiscal Court the Hazard/
Perry County Tourism Board for their continued support. They funded repairs to the Ladies Tea tent, 
and a new roof for the blacksmith shop.  
            We met with the Knott County Fiscal Court to discuss moving some of the salvageable buildings 
from Pioneer Village to our battlefield. We would like to preserve these structures and make them availa-
ble to the public once again. 
            We set up at the Perry County Fair, and Black Gold Festival, and entertained the public with skir-
mishes. Abe Lincoln joined us on the Black Gold float. 
 Dr. Miniard donated signs directing traffic to Brashearville and the battlefield.  
 We planted two fields of cane again this year, and expect a good crop for our stir-off. Our stur-off 
generate a lot of interest. 
           The Southeastern Kentucky Blacksmith Association meets in the general store each third Tues-
day at 6 pm for a pot luck dinner and demonstration. We had a class for teenagers, which was well re-
ceived. They had a lot of fun making things. 
  We continue to host weddings, and many people take graduation pictures, family pictures, 
etc. on the grounds. 
            Everything gets better each year. We had the most ladies for the Ladies Tea, the most students for 
Education Day, and the most soldiers for the battle.  All this is due to our community support, and we 
thank our advertisers for their contributions. 
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       Many community-minded individuals and organizations have combined  
resources and efforts to build the battlefield and reenactment into what it is today.  
 An event like this requires a lot of effort, planning, and funding, by a wide variety of individu-
als, organizations, companies, and government agencies. 
 We’d like to thank everyone who gave of their time and money to help make the Battle of 
Leatherwood reenactment possible. Special thanks go to the Fiscal Courts of Knott, Letcher and 
Perry counties, their tourism departments. Special thanks also to C & C Construction and Mike 
Cornett for use of their truck as a Black Gold float. 
            We appreciate our advertisers, who give hard-earned dollars in this difficult economy, because 
they believe in what we are doing. Thank you very much. 
 The Hazard/Perry County Tourism Board  gave special funding to put a metal roof on the 
blacksmith shop and repair our tent used for the Ladies Tea last year, and provide Brashearville fund-
ing. Thank you. 
 The BOL Board deserves a special “Thank You” for all the hours spent on meetings and pro-
jects.   
 Thanks to everyone who had a station or helped on Education Day, and all the visitors, sutlers, 
campers and reenactors. We hope you enjoyed your time here.   

Thanks 
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Education day 

We take a lot of pride in our Education Day.  28 stations 
cover pioneer living and the Civil War. 
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J & F has good prices on tires and 
 batteries. Buy locally for great 

service.  
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Antebellum and civil war medicine 

 The Civil War produced many changes in the practice of medicine, which led to today’s current state. The Greeks and Ro-
mans used herbal medicine to cure maladies. These natural remedies often helped, and did not hurt the patient. Medical theories 
changed during the 1700s, when doctor’s methods became to bleed, blister and purge a patient.  A sick person at that time would have 
been better off going to a witch doctor instead of a medical doctor. These methods could kill people. 
           Bleeding was the cure-all for any problem. If you had allergies, you would be bled for them. Bleeding killed George Washing-
ton. He had a cold from riding around on the farm, so they bled him. That didn't cure him, so they bled him some more, and some 
more, until they drained half his blood. They bled Ben Franklin until he died also. 
            Blistering was done to the skin with hot water, or a chemical which produced blisters. They thought the pus produced were bad 
things coming out of the body. 
            Purging went two ways. They would give a poison, such as mercury, which produced violent vomiting, or a pill known as a 
"Thunderclapper" which Dr. Benjamin Rush made a quantity for Meriwether Lewis to take on the Lewis and Clark expedition. They 
were an immediate cure for constipation. 
            Medical schools in the early 1800s had one admission requirement- pay the tuition. Training consisted of four months of lec-
tures, repeated in case the student didn’t understand it the first time. A medical student could graduate without ever seeing a patient, 
performing any surgery, or dissecting a corpse. Most states had no licensing requirement, and those that did weakened or eliminated 
them by mid-1800s, as doctors lobbied against such laws as interfering with their business. 
      Americans picked and chose among a variety of medical theories. The “regulars” dosed with mercury, and let blood flow. 
Homeopaths, botanical practitioners (Thomsonians), water cures, phrenologists, Christian Scientists, folk healers, faith healers, and just 
plain quacks were practicing. There was no Truth in Advertising law to check validity of claims, and no Food and Drug Administration 
to check purity of ingredients.  In antebellum America, deaths of young people under 20 accounted for half the national death rate. 
The few hospitals which existed were only used by the destitute and insane. The doctor worked at wealthier people’s homes. 
 This was the state of medicine at the beginning of the Civil War. The Union army had 98 medical officers at the beginning of 
the war. Recruits were supposed to be given a complete physical, but many were cursory at best. Thus, 400 women were able to enlist. 
City residents had been exposed to childhood diseases, but country boys had not. Many came down with mumps, chickenpox, or mea-
sles when they first went to camp. The lack of screening allowed many to enter the service, only to be discharged a little later due to 
unfitness for duty. 
 The old army practiced hygiene and maintained good health. The volunteers did not. They placed the outhouse upstream 
from the drinking water. This led to dysentery, diarrhea, and cholera. Malaria was widespread, and attributed to bad air. Scurvy was 
widespread at different times due to a lack of vegetables. Poor diets of salted meats and hardtack caused health problems, and left men 
in a weakened state to resist disease. Antibiotics were far into the future (1928), as was the realization that germs caused infection. Doc-
tors operated on the wounded with the same unsterilized instruments and bloody hands for hours on end. This often led to the death 
of the patient. The old theories of bleed, blister and purge were generally discarded early in the war. Doctors felt the soldiers had bled 
enough.  
 94% of treated wounds were caused by bullets. 5.5% were caused by artillery, and less than 0.4% caused by swords or a bayo-
net. Artillery scared people, but apparently did little damage. The large bullets shattered bones. If one had an arm or leg amputated 
within the first twenty-four hours, they had a 75% survival rate. Amputation was to done to prevent infection, which would invariable kill 
the soldier. Chloroform was gener- ally available for operations, and whiskey was also 
used. Bullets were used on occa- sion, creating the expression, “bite the bullet.” 
  

2,435 cases of illness were reported per thousand men annually. Soldiers were 
sick twice a year. Medical supplies were limited, as the Union Medical Director (who 
had been in the army since 1830) prided himself on how much money he saved. Sup-
plies were ordered annually, so they better not run out. 

 There was no ambulance service at the start of the war, so a buddy could say 
“I’ll go for help” and leave the battle with the wounded. Medical care was done at the regiment level (about a thousand men), and some 
doctors refused to treat men from another regiment. New medical directors made many improvements in the medical service. The 
Army of the Potomac established an ambulance service, field hospitals, and transportation to larger hospitals as necessary. Trains and 
boats carried the sick and wounded to large hospitals. Supplies were stockpiled. These improvements were copied by other armies, and 
were universal at the end of the war. 

Very little surgery was done prior to the war. Ephraim McDowell performed one of the few successful surgeries in 1809. Most 
patients died because of either massive blood loss or infection. Inexperienced doctors joined the army, and gained valuable experience, 
useful after the war. Specialization began, as some became surgeons, while others bandaged and treated the injured. 

Pasteur’s experiments with microbiology and germs led Joseph Lister to spray his surgical instruments with carbolic acid. He 
published his findings (1867) that this greatly reduced gangrene. Death rates dropped dramatically once doctors used antiseptic proce-
dures. Disease or infection caused two-thirds of the war deaths on both sides.  

Soldiers were used as nurses early in the war. Later, women replaced them, and did a better job. Clara Barton was well known 
during the war, and later founded the American Red Cross. 

Medical practices during the Civil War are fascinating, and I recommend Doctors in Blue, Doctors in Gray, Bleeding Blue 
and Gray, and Civil War Medicine for further reading.  

General Sickle’s leg– hit by a cannonball 

Kerry Crutcher 
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ROBERT S. BRASHEAR’S EFFORT TO HELP THE Confederacy 

 Robert S. Brashear, at the age of 21, came to eastern Kentucky from what is now eastern Tennessee 
about 1814. He married locally and began to peddle items important to the local pioneers.  He bought items in 

Virginia for sale in Kentucky and soon developed skills as a successful 
businessman.  He helped develop the salt works at present-day Cornetts-
ville.  He was a magistrate, sheriff, state representative, a judge of the pro-
bate court, farmer, merchant and owner of 15 slaves, at one time.  He was 
postmaster of Brashearville in 1829, which was one of the first post offices 
in eastern Kentucky.  As one of the trustees, he helped layout the city of 
Hazard.  Needless to say, by standards of the time he was successful and 
amassed considerable wealth.  One of his most valuable business ventures 
was the Brashear Salt Works. The Salt Works produced approximately 250 
bushels of salt a week, and was strategically important to both armies. Salt 
was the major method used to preserve meat.  
 It was well known that Mr. Brashear was a confederate sympathiz-
er. Two sons were active with the Confederate forces during the Civil 
War.  Records indicate that over 100 confederate soldiers were stationed at 
the salt works at different times during 1861 and 1862.In December of 
1861, CSA Brigadier-General Marshall reported that his forces were in 

control of the Brashear Salt Works and producing salt for the army.  Eventually, Marshall was able at convince 
Mr. Brashear to lease the works along with other properties to the Confederate government for a term as long 
as three years.  In early 1862, Brashear submitted the following proposal to the Confederate government:  

“I propose and agree to lease to the Government of the Confed-
erate States of America my tract of land in Perry County, Kentucky, 
embracing some 4000 acres, with the privilege of using the machinery 
thereon situated and of making salt there and of cultivating the land, 
and with the privilege of cutting the timber and mining the coal, for the 
term, of three years, from the 1st day of May next, for the sum of 
$2000 for the whole term, payable in equal installments annually, and 
the with power to said Government to assign this lease and to locate 
troops on the land and otherwise to exercise all acts of ownership for 
the term through its agents, servants, officers, or assigns. The ac-
ceptance of this proposition by the President or Secretary of War is to 
be considered as making this contract complete, on my being notified 
thereof by General Marshall, or any other agent of the Government, 
and a copy hereof furnished to me, signed by the President or Secre-
tary, at any time or as much sooner as the other party chooses to take 
it.” 

This proposal speaks to Brashear’s feelings and effort to support the Confederate government during 
these difficult times. Soon after this effort to lease his 4000 acres, L.B  Northrop, Commissary-General of Sub-
sistence, delayed the proposal. The proposal was left open but never signed. 

The local “home guard” was harassing Mr. Brashear.  During this time he sold many of the slaves who 
were previously working the farm and salt works. Soon after the “Battle of Leatherwood,” as it is now known, 
and at the age of 71, he, along with one of his remaining slaves, elected to travel to east Tennessee to be with 
relatives where it is assumed he felt safer.  It has always been thought, that Mr. Brashear felt when the Civil 
War was over, he would return to his home in Leatherwood.  He died soon after arriving in Tennessee.  To this 
day, it has always been rumored that the night prior to his leaving, Mr. Brashear buried part of his gold or 
money on some part of his 4000-acre estate.   

Dr. Miniard 
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487-8272 
101 Rockwood Lane 

Hazard, KY 
 

Just off Hwy. 80, near the traffic 
light on top of the hill 
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subs, salads, chicken wings. 

 

Delivery or Carry Out 
Now serving breakfast 

C & C Construction 
Oil field and Pipeline Services 

Mining Reclamation 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1163 Little Leatherwood Creek Rd. 
Cornettsville, KY 41731 

(606) 476-9855       FAX: (606) 476-2417 

Michael E. Cornett 
Owner– President 

Cell: (606) 438-3451 

C & C provides our 
float for the Black 

Gold Parade 
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Anthony Hawkins  
 

Hawkins Historical Publications 
http://www.ofsavagefury.com/

bookshop/index.php 
 

PO Box 63 - Ashcamp, KY 41512  
Email - BenJ Hill@Hotmail.com  
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More Education day 
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Ladies Tea 
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Board Members 
 
Officers: Kerry Crutcher– Chairman, Sid Adams-Vice President, Gary Begley -Treasurer, Evelyn Begley-Secretary 
Directors: Geoff Asher, Greg Bentley, Mike Cody, Tudy Cody,  Kathleen Moore, John Peck. 
 
Members-At-Large:  Judge Scott Alexander, Geoff Asher, Gemma Bentley, Ron Burnett, Irene Carter, Brenda Caudill, Elbert Cau-
dill, David Chaltas, Kenny Cole, Janet Cornett, Mike Cornett, Wayne Engle, Danny Estep, Debbie Fugate, Jo Anne Griffie, Ralph 
Hall, Jim Haynes, Anita Holland, Kenneth Holland, Susan Hull, Jim Lawlis, Jimmy Lindon, D. J. McKenney, Dr, Marion Miniard, 
Dr. Narramore, Brenda Nease, Denny Ray Noble, Zac Robinson, Artie Shepherd,  Matthew Shepherd, Brandon Smith, Fitz Steele, 
Willis Strong, Paul Taulbee, Judge Ward, Judge Weinberg, Sue Whitaker, Wayne Whitaker. 
 
Board Meetings: 3 PM on the 3rd Sunday of each month at the General Store. 
 

Mailing address: Leatherwood Reenactment Corporation, PO Box 599, Cornettsville, KY 41731 
Web site: www.battleofleatherwood.com 

Email: kerry@tvscable.com  Phone: (Kerry) (606) 653-8591 

Dr. Frank Mongiardo 
200 Medical Center Dr.  

Suite 2N 
Hazard, KY 41701 

(606) 439-4466 



HUNLEY INTERIOR 
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The battles 

The Union won one day, and the Confederates another 
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H. K. Edgerton was impressive speaking on the role of black soldiers 

Rick King preached the church service 

At the Black Gold Festival 

The Mending Hearts people have been helpful throughout the year! 
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At the ball 



Viper Hardware 
And Tobacco 

 
8717 KY Hwy 7 

Fusonia, KY 
(606) 476-8626 

 
Open seven days a week 

 for your convenience. 
 

Sunday 10 am to 6:30 pm 
Monday-Saturday 

 8 am to 6:30 pm 
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M C I N T Y R E 
GROCERY & VARIETY 

S T O R E 
 

Located at Intersection 
 of KY Rt. 7 &  

Dykes Branch Road 
 

Groceries and  
Miscellaneous  

Lawn, Garden, and 
Household Items 

 

LON & NADEAN  
CAUDILL 

Fine meats and sandwiches 
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He was too young for war but nevertheless, there he lay.  He had only been in the fire for a little over three months and 
now he was about to lose a leg and arm.  The doctors offered him chloroform to ease the pain of amputation but he refused.  
When asked why he refused something to ease the pain he stated, “Doctor, one Sunday afternoon, when I was nine and a half 
years old, I gave my life to Christ. I learned to trust Him then, I know I can trust Him now. He is my strength. He will support me 
while you amputate my arm and leg."   

He was offered some brandy but again he refused.  His words caught all off guard. "When I was about 5 years old, my 
mother knelt by my side with her arms around me and said, ‘Charlie, I am praying to Jesus that you will never take even one 
drink of alcohol. Your father died a drunkard, and I've asked God to use you to warn people against the dangers of drinking, and 
to encourage them to love and serve the Lord.’ I am now 17 years old, and I have never had anything stronger than tea or coffee. 
There is a very good chance that I am about to die and go into the presence of my God. Would you send me there with brandy on 
my breath?" 

The chaplain was called and came to Charlie’s bedside.  He grasped the young boy’s hand and said, “Charlie, I am sor-
ry to see you like this. ”Charlie replied, "Oh, I am all right, sir, the doctor offered me chloroform, but I told him I didn't want any. 
Then he wanted to give me brandy, which I didn't want either. So now, if my Saviour calls me I can go to Him in my right mind." 

Touched by the sincerity of the boy soldier, the chaplain pleaded with him.  "You must not die, Charlie, but if the Lord 
does call you home, is there anything I can do for you after you're gone?" 

Mustering as much strength as he could, young Charlie replied, “Chaplain, please reach under my pillow and take my 
little Bible. My mother's address is inside. Please send it to her and write a letter for me. Tell her that since I left home, I have 
never let a single day pass – no matter if we were on the march, on the battlefield, or in the hospital – without reading a portion 
of the God's word, and daily praying that He would bless her." 

“Please write a letter to the Sunday School teacher of the Sands Street Church in Brooklyn, New York. Tell him that I've 
never forgotten his encouragement, good advice, and many prayers for me. They have helped me and comforted me through all 
the dangers of battle. And now, in my dying hour, I thank the Lord for my dear old teacher, and ask Him to bless and strengthen 
him. That is all." 

Turning to the doctor, the brave lad said, "I'm ready, doctor. I promise I won't even groan while you take off me arm and 
leg if you don't offer me chloroform." 

The doctor yielded to the brave lad’s wishes.  The staff began the amputation and the only words that came out of his 
mouth were, "O Jesus, blessed Jesus! Stand by me now." The operation was long but finally the amputation was complete.  The 
little drummer boy laid on the cot.  The chaplain kept vigil over him and others came.  They sang ‘Jesus, Lover of my Soul’.  
Little Charlie attempted to join in the chorus, though riddled with pain.   

Charlie lingered for five days.  Then an orderly summoned the doctor who had performed the operation.  Charlie took 
the doctors hand and said, “I love you because you are a Jew. The best friend I've found in the world was a Jew." The doc asked 
him who that was, and Charlie replied, “Jesus Christ, and I want to introduce you to Him before I die. Will you promise me, doc-
tor that what I am about to say to you, you will never forget?  Five days ago, while you amputated my arm and leg, I prayed to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and asked Him to make His love known to you." 

The doctor was astonished by such faith and left the bedside of young Charlie convicted in spirit.  Within minutes after 
his farewell prayer for the doctor, Charlie crossed through the turbid veil.  The doctor who had witnessed so much carnage, was 
so moved by the bravery and faith of the lad that he rode three miles to pay his respects at the burial.   

Ten years passed until Charlie’s prayer was answered.  The doctor finally accepted Christ into his life. While in a prayer 
meeting in Brooklyn, an elderly lady stood up and offered her testimony.  She shared that her time was near but rejoiced in that 
she would soon be with her son, Charlie Coulson. 

The doctor was stunned.  He was in the presence of Charlie’s mother and these were her words. “Charlie was not only a 
soldier for his country, but also a soldier for Christ. He was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg, and was cared for by a Jewish 
doctor, who amputated his arm and leg. He died five days after the operation. The chaplain of the regiment wrote me a letter and 
sent me my boy's Bible. I was told that in his dying hour, my Charlie sent for that Jewish doctor and said to him, ‘Five days ago, 
while you amputated my arm and leg, I prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ for you.’" 

“The Christian Drummer Boy"  
Taken from an old, out of print book entitled,  

“Touching Incidents and Remarkable Answers to Prayers." 

BLESSED JESUS STAND BY ME NOW 

by David Chaltas  
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Chaplain’s corner 
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Letcher County Tourism 
     Letcher County has a Confederate cemetery in Whitesburg which was in use at the time of the 
“Battle of Leatherwood. Situated on a knoll, now it overlooks two schools with a pleasant view. A 
Confederate hospital was in the area of the schools. David Caudill, who was shot “through both 
cheeks of the hindquarters” during the “Battle of Leatherwood” went to this hospital for treatment. 
Persons who died of their injuries were taken to the cemetery on property owned by Confederate 
Colonel Ben Caudill’s father-in-law for burial. 

     Our friend David Chaltas, who portrays General Lee, has an article in the October issue of the 
Kentucky Explorer about this cemetery. This proves that great minds run in the same direction, as 
we both planned an article on this rare cemetery. His article contains more information.  

Note the soldier in the 
 Background viewing graves. 



Bobby Davis Museum 
234 Walnut St,  

Hazard, KY 41701 
(606) 439-4325 
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The museum, established in 1983, houses local history exhibits, library and archives 
containing photographs, historical documents, oral history tapes, artifact collections 
and a gift shop. A peaceful waterfall, constructed by the City of Hazard, graces the 
plaza in front of the building. The county 4H council maintains an herb garden in the 
park, which along with benches and tables contribute to the park’s serene atmosphere. 
The park is open Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm. Admission is free.  

Gift Shop 

Beautiful handmade 
place mats make fine 
gifts, and are very 
reasonably priced. 
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www.hazardperrytourism.com 

Brashearville Improvements 

888-857-5263 or (606) 487-1580  

 A lot is going on at Brashearville, our reconstructed pioneer village at Cornettsville, KY, as 
usual.  We continue to improve the blacksmith shop, the only cut stone one I have seen. We have a 
stone forge, and rebuilt an old bellows, used for authentic work. We are building a storage room on the 
side, to clear space of items now stored inside. The shop also recieved a sign which can be seen from 
the road. 
           The Cornett Cabin, donated by civic-minded Vernon Cornett, got a new oak floor, and the interi-
or walls were chinked with some of the original clay where possible, and concrete, where not. We de-
veloped an upstairs, and continue to work on the building. 
            We bought two sheds which will be converted into a shower, with an on-demand water heater. 
The campers will love it! 

Cornett 
cabin 

New Oak floor 

Upstairs 
Cracks between logs  filled 

Little Free 
Library in 
the park 

Shower shed 

Bellows Stone Forge 
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1hp to 250 hp 3 phase motors 
4 watt to 50 watt motors 

1/6 hp to 10 hp  
single phase motors 

 
Motor bearings, capacitors, 

 swimming pool motors and parts 
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Directions 
From Hazard: take Hwy 15 to Jeff, exit to Hwy 7, and drive about 10 miles to 

Hwy 699.  Stay on Hwy 7. Your GPS unit will tell you to turn to a shorter 
route over a local road. Turn right on 699. The battlefield is about a half  mile 

on the right, past the fire station.  
The ball takes place at Stuart Robinson School, about 9 miles down Hwy 7 

east of the battlefield. 
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Napier Building and Supply 
220 Allais Road 

Hazard KY, 41701 
606 439-3298  
606  439-2528 
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PHARMACY 
Aaron dixon, R. PH 

 
LEATHERWOOD CLINIC BUILDING 

Cornettsville, KY 
Phone 476-2593  
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O’Dell’s  
Barber Shop 

 
1117 East Main Street 

Cumberland, KY 40823 
 

(606) 589-4909 

IMR Inc. 

 

Terry Roberts 
President 

 

Metal Fabrication, Manufacturing,  
Repair and Electrical Repair 

 
642 Beehive Rd.                            (606) 675-6312 
Slemp 41763 

 

Whitesburg 
Medical center 

pharmacy 
 

226 MEDICAL PLAZA LN  

WHITESBURG , KY  

41858-7425  

(606) 633-1339 

FAX (606) 633-4570 
 

M TTFS  8:30-5:00 

W 8:30– 8:00 
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We install tires, fix flats, 
change oil, do brake jobs, do 

engine repair and perform 
other maintenance. 

(606) 476-8375 



Largest towing service 
and largest body shop in 

the area.  
 

We have a down draft  
heated paint booth.  

 

Everyone is welcome. 

(606) 435-1086 
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410 Village Lane 
Hazard Village 

Shopping Center 
(606) 435-0543 

The Little Shepherd of 
Kingdom Come 

   The Little Shepherd Outdoor Drama 
is based on the famous Civil War novel by 
John Fox, Jr. It was the first novel in the 
USA to sell a million copies. 
 The play dramatizes cruelties of 
poverty and a divided Kentucky during the 
1860s. It runs  mid-June to the end of Au-
gust each summer in Jenkins, Kentucky. 
         

Email:  littleshepherd@windstream.net  
Info 606-832-1453  

 

Pikeville Ace 
hardware  

 

4285 N. Mayo Trail 

pikeville, Ky 

41501 

 

(606) 432-9766 

 

Tools, Hardware,  

Paint, and Supplies 
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RANDALL HADDIX 

Randall Haddix passed away November 14, 2015. He was a welder for the CSX railroad. He 
had an abiding interest in blacksmithing, and was very knowledgeable on the subject. He was a 
founding member and long-time president of the Southeastern Kentucky Blacksmith’s Associa-
tion (SKBA). He was a member of the Ben Caudill Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
and helped set many gravestones for veterans. As a Civil War reenactor, he worked on a can-
non crew.  He was well-liked by everyone. 

Taylor roark 
The Battle of Leatherwood Re-enactment recently lost one of its best supporters when TAYLOR 

ROARK died July 14, 2016. He was born on July 12, 1927, one of 14 children and grew-up in Perry Coun-
ty. Taylor attended early school in Kodak, graduated from high school at Caney Creek (Alice Lloyd), and 
received a teaching certificate from the University of Kentucky. He began teaching at the age of 21 in a 
small school in Leslie County, and served in the army after several years of teaching. 

He enjoyed elk hunting out west with many of the local men. Gardening was a specialty, and he 
was known for his conservative political thinking. He had an exceptional memory and abundant 
friends. The ability to recall people by name, to remember early events, and his love of practical jokes, 
(such as throwing a chicken into someone’s yard while driving by) were his trademarks.  

When the Battle of Leatherwood reenactment started, Taylor was one of its main sup-
porters The workers could always expect to see Taylor sometime during the day, with his spir-
ited talk, and jolly nature. Even though he lacked the strength necessary for some projects, his 
company and support were invaluable. He was always helpful. He would say “I can’t do 
much,” then go get tools or supplies. Taylor's support for things, which were of value to 
others, was obvious. The Battle of Leatherwood and Brashearville will miss the spirit and 
support shown by Taylor through the years. The community and people of Cornettsville lost 
one of its true friends. We will miss him. 



 

P A G E  4 2  
CORNETTSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Established November 1, 1985 
 

 The Cornettsville Fire and Rescue Department was established in 1985.  The first meetings were held in 
the basement of Mt. Olivet Church and other local places until the current station was built. 
     The fire department began operating with many hopes and dreams.  These hopes and dreams are a reality to-
day because of hard work and dedication of community members.  We have our fire station, 1 pumper truck, 2 
tanker trucks, 1 mini-pumper & rescue truck and 1 EMS vehicle.  Behind our station we have a heli-pad to assist 
with air medical emergencies.  We have volunteer firefighters and EMT’s who are ready 24/7 to help with any med-
ical emergency, auto accident, search and rescue or any type of help that is needed in the community. 
     We proudly serve and protect 2,500-3000 people living in our coverage area which is primarily a residential 
area.  We also assist Leatherwood Volunteer Fire Department with any emergencies that they may have.  Our de-
partment is a very rural fire department run solely by volunteers dedicated to serving their community. 
     Our fire chief is Dustin Colllins and assistant chief is Tami Campbell.  Our Treasurer is Teresa Owens. Deb 
Shepherd is the Secretary. Our Board of Directors are Jack Collins, President of Board, Tami Campbell, Vice-
President, Harold Shepherd, Nick Shepherd, Mindy Pratt, Anthony Shepherd, Tyler Shepherd and Anna Collins.  
They all do a fine job with the department. 
     The Cornettsville Fire Department depends on the community to stay active.  Without the donations of the 
community members, we would have to close our doors.  When you see us standing with a boot in our hand at a 
road block, or hosting a fund raising event, please support our efforts so that we can continue to serve the com-
munity.  Who knows-----the next home or life we save may be yours, or one of your family members. 
Our upcoming fundraisers are: 
     Duck Race---will be on Sunday and the winner will receive $300.00....Ducks are $3 each or 2 for $5...... 
Haunted House will be October 7 and 8, October 14 and 15, October 21 and 22 and October 28 and 
29.  Admission is $5.00.      Haunted House will be open on Friday, October 21st for the school 
kids...Admission will be $1.00.     We also have random road blocks during the year, so be sure to stop 
by and say HOWDY and help support your fire department. 

     We encourage any interested persons who would like to become a volunteer with Cornettsville Fire Department 
to come by and fill our an application.  We meet every other Monday night at the station at 7:00 p.m. 
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Lumber & Building Materials   Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
Redi-Mix Concrete    East KY’s Oldest Mill Wood Shop 

Commercial & Residential Glass Department    Special Orders 

A gabion as used by the mil-
itary is a wicker basket filled 
with earth and rocks and 
used to protect gun emplace-
ments and soldiers from ene-
my fire. 



 

   Our recreated Brashearville continues to progress. Each year, we add a little more. We have a 
General Store, a hewed log schoolhouse with a cupola, donated by Elbert Caudill, a hewed 
log smokehouse donated by the Mayhew family on Leatherwood, a swinging bridge built by 
Judge Noble and rebuilt by Judge Alexander and the Fiscal Court, and a shed for a molas-
ses stir-off. We rebuilt the barn, donated by Bill Morton, and added wings, moved a cabin 
(donated by Vernon Cornett) from Gordon and built a cut stone blacksmith shop. We raise 
two cane patches, and make molasses as a demonstration of an old process the pioneers used 
for their sweetener. Each community made molasses before sugar was commonly available. 
   We intend to make this a living history area, with gardens, animals, and a cane patch. 
   I can see a camping area at Brashearville on the mountain- both primitive camping, and with 
hookups for motor homes, along with horseback trails, hiking trails, and wildlife viewing are-
as. I see the village as a positive thing, not only for Perry County, but for the whole area. It’s a 
regional attraction, because we are so close to other counties. We can continue to develop this 
into a major tourist attraction in the area. 
    Cade’s Cove in the Smokies is a large tourist attraction, as is a primitive farm on the other 
side of that mountain, and an Indian Village in North Carolina. We are working to create a sim-
ilar thing here. 
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     The Promise of Brashearville 
Gary Begley 
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